
Why standing access is a risk

IT OUTLIVES ITS PURPOSE THE LONGER IT EXISTS, THE

RISKIER IT IS

HARD TO SEE, EASY TO MISS MORE ACCESS = MORE

EXPOSURE

IT IMPACTS EVERYONE

T H E  L I F E C Y C L E

How standing access happens

The real problem isn't how we

protect access. The real problem is

that unnecessary access still exists.

What good looks like:

Give people access only when they need it.

Set access to expire automatically.

Remove access when it's no longer needed.

Key takeaway:  If access no longer serves a business purpose, it shouldn't exist.
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IDENTIT Y GOVERN ANCE

When temporary access
becomes a permanent problem.
Elevated access is meant to be temporary, but in many organizations it sticks

around long after the work is done. That creates risk.

Projects end. People move on.

Access is rarely removed. Unused access can be

forgotten or misused over

time.

Standing access is often

hidden and not reviewed

regularly.

Every extra account, role, or

permission adds another way

in for attackers.

Security breaches can disrupt

operations, cost money, and

damage trust.

PROJECT STARTS

A team needs elevated access to migrate workloads to the

cloud.

MINIMAL EXPOSURE
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ACCESS IS GRANTED

Access is given so the team can get the job done quickly.

LOW, BUT ACTIVE

PROJECT COMPLETED

The migration is finished. The team moves on.

LINGERING
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ACCESS REMAINS

Accounts, roles, and permissions are not removed.

ACCUMULATING

MONTHS OR YEARS LATER

That access is still active, unused, and unmanaged.

HIGH, UNMANAGED
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AN ATTACKER TAKES ADVANTAGE

Unused access becomes an easy way in.

CRITICAL


